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A Trial of a Punctionary (10) O Puns based on Contrastive Words [

Kazuo TOYODA

Introduction

Punctionary is a coined word by the present writer which means a “dictionary of puns.”
This tenth collection deals with puns based on contrastive words J mainly antonyms. OED’s
definition of “pun” is as follows :

the use of a word in such a way as to suggest two or more meanings or different
associations, or the use of two or more words of the same or nearly the same sound with
different meanings, so as to produce a humorous effect; a play on words

“A play on words” is the key expression for the present collection of puns. The above
definition seems to show that any play on words can be called “pun.” Most of the jokes taken
up this time are not based on the sameness of sound, but on the contrast of meanings. A few
examples of jokes in the Japanese introduction will show what the present writer means here.
The last three examples (4-6) can be called jokes based on puns, but the first three examples
(1-3) might not be called “puns” in the strict sense of the word. The present writer, however,

includes these two types in this collection according to the broad sense of the word “pun.”
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the use of a word in such a way as to suggest two or more meanings or different associations, or the use
of two or more words of the same or nearly the same sound with different meanings, so as to produce a
humorous effect; a play on words
goooDOO0o0o0o0oooOOoDOOO00oOo0oDOOoDODO0D0D0o0oOOoDODDOOoDOoOoooO
Ohomophone[I 00000000 OOODODO

0000000000000 0O0O0O0O0OD0O0O0O0ODOO0OOOODO“playonwords” OO OO ODONO
wBDOOOOOOODOODOODO0000000000layonwords” 0000000
ooo@oobooooooooob0obtpemibobob0oooooobobobDobDOon
U0000pmmO000000O00000ODOOO yesterday today, ask answerJ D 0O 00O O
goboobooobooboeEDbODOOO0ODbOOOODbOOOODUOOOUODOODOpunOO
Jo00o00o0oooo0oboooooo

(1) Life is what you do before you die.
goo0oooooooooooooo

(2) A country superstar is someone who gets rich by singing about how wonderful it is to be poor.
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(3) What's the difference between a hill and a pill?

A hill is hard to get up. A pill is hard to get down.
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(4) Those private hospitals are classy. They won’t give you a local anaethetic. They insist on using
the imported stuff
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(5) A gossip columnist is one who writes others’ wrongs.
o0ooo0o0ooooOooooOooobooooooogo

writes  rightsJ punJ 0 O O O rights wrongsU O 0 00000 0O

(6) Is a barber’s training long?

Not if he takes a short cut.
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abstract

A father looked outside and saw his own children and their playmates pressing their hands into his
newly laid concrete sidewalk.

Flinging open the window, he gave the kids a tongue-lashing. His wife, shocked, asked, “Don’t you
love your children?”

Replied the husband, “In the abstract, yes, but not in the concrete.”

NOTE : tongue-lashing O 0O 0

Focus : abstract = concrete

ahead
A career girl’s mind moves her ahead, while a chorus girl’s mind moves her behind.

Focus : ahead < behind

alive
If my husband were alive next Friday, he’d be dead a year.

Focus : alive = dead
cf. 0O0O00O0O0O00O0OO00OOO00OOO00O0OO00O0OO0O0OOO0O0O00OO0

answer
(1) Historians are like deaf people who go on answering questions that no one has asked them. (Leo
Tolstoy)
Focus : answer < ask
(2) When you know the right answers, nobody asks you the right questions.

Focus : answers < questions
appear

In 1909 the first magician appeared on stage. He was so bad he made the audience disappear.

Focus : appear - disappear
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atheism

A hypocrite is someone who writes a book in praise of atheism [ and then prays for it to be a
bestseller.

NOTE : atheism [0 O [

Focus : atheism < pray

backwards
Life can be understood backwards, but it must be lived forwards.

Focus : backwards < forwards

bad
A pessimist is someone who feels bad when he feels good for fear he’ll feel worse when he feels better.
NOTE : pessimist U 00 0 O

Focus : bad = good, worse < better

before
Budget is a form of worrying before you spend instead of after.
NOTE : budget 0 00O OO

Focus : before = after

behind
The advantage of speaking another language is that you can talk behind someone’s back right in front
of their face.

Focus : behind < in front of

better
When the minister said, “for better or worse,” he meant the groom couldn’t do better and the bride
couldn’t be worse.
Focus : better = worse
cf. forbetterorforworse: 1000000000 0ODO0OO0OO0OOO0OOOOODOOOO
(Prayer Book) U0 O OO QODOOQOOO

buy
The day a man buys a boat is the second happiest day of his life. The happiest day, of course, is the
day he sells it.

Focus : buy < sell
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buyer

Herb Schmertz, of Mobil Oil, defines coal as “a substance that not only goes to the buyer, but also to
the cellar.”

NOTE:cellar DO DO OO

Focus : buyer « cellar (seller)

cannot
Though God cannot alter the past, historians can. (Samuel Butler)

Focus : cannot = can

cent

When you drop change at a vending machine the cents will fall at your feet and the dollars will roll out
of sight.

NOTE : vending machine 0 0 0O 0[O

Focus : cents = dollars

city

A commuter is someone who goes up to the city every day in order to make enough money to sleep in
the country.

NOTE:commuter DO 0O OO0O0O0O0O0OO

Focus : city < country

clean
T always start writing with a clean piece of paper and a dirty mind. (Patrick Dennis)

Focus : clean < dirty

come

She is at the awkward age. She has stopped asking where she came from and refuses to say where she
is going.

NOTE :awkward OO0 OO

Focus : came < going

country
My friend is a dummy. He heard the country was at war so he moved to the city.
NOTE :dummy 0O 0O000O

Focus : country < city
creditor

A creditor has a better memory than a debtor.
Focus : creditor U0 OO OODO < debtor
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deep
I'm telling you straight. Deep down you’re shallow.

Focus : deep < shallow

die
And it’s possible you haven’t heard the one about the young lady who asked her sweetheart whether he
loved her enough to die for her, and the truthful young man replied, “mine is an undying love.”

Focus : die = undying

double
I love drinking O it makes me see double and feel single.

Focus : double < single

doubtful
All my life I have been doubtful. Now I'm not so sure.

Focus : doubtful < sure

down

(1) Duckling : a bird that grows down while it grows up!

NOTE :duckling OO0 O OO00OO0OODO
Focus : down < up

cf. downJ O OO OO0

(2) Christmas : when Santa comes down the chimney and the money goes up in smoke.
Focus : come down < go up

(3) What is the difference between a fidget and a bankrupt?
One can'’t settle down; the other can’t settle up.

NOTES :fidget OO0 OODOOO0OO0DODOOODObankrupt 00O 0O
Focus : (settle)y downJ O OO0 OO0 < (settle)yuypd DO OO O OOMO

drive
The main reason people drive more than they once did is because it is cheaper to drive than park.

Focus : drive < park

drunk

I don’t know if my wife and I will ever get on. She can’t stand me when I'm drunk and I can’t stand her

when I'm sober.
NOTE:geton DO O0ODOODOO

Focus : drunk < sober
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dying
How can you stop yourself from dying?
Stay in the living room.

Focus : dying < living

enemy
The surest way to destroy your enemies is to make them your friends.

Focus : enemies < friends

everybody
Balancing the budget is like going to heaven. Everybody wants to do it but nobody wants to make the
trip.
Focus : everybody < nobody

exception
Exceptions always outnumber the rules.
NOTE : outnumber 00O 00O

Focus : exceptions < rules

early
Boss : the man at the office who’s late when you’re early and early when you're late.

Focus : early < late

failure
Envy : the mud that failure throws at success.

Focus : failure = success

far
Some women can'’t be trusted too far. And some men can’t be trusted too near.

Focus : far = near

first-hand
You can get some first-hand knowledge from a second-hand car.

Focus : first-hand < second-hand
fool

Any fool can paint a picture, but it takes a wise man to be able to sell it. (Samuel Butler)

Focus : fool = wise man
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friend
Money won't help you make friends, but you will have a better class of enemies.

Focus : friends <= enemies

future
The best prophet of the future is the past.
NOTE : prophet U 0 O

Focus : future < past

general
I went into a general store. They wouldn’t let me buy anything specific.
NOTE : general storel U O 0O OO OOOOO

Focus : general < specific

give
(1) “If you were my husband I would give you poison.”
“If I was your husband I'd take it.”
(2) Marriage is a matter of give and take. You better give it to her, or she’ll take it anyway. (Joey
Adams)

Focus : give < take

good
(1) The doctor had finished his examination and with a smile on his face said, “Mrs Anderson, I have
some very good news for you.”
“Miss Anderson,” she corrected.
The doctor said,” Miss Anderson, I have some very bad news for you!”
Focus : good < bad
(2) Happiness : “That’s nothing more than good health and a poor memory.” (Albert Schweitzer)

Focus : good < poor

happiness
(1) The search for happiness is one of the chief sources of unhappiness. (Eric Hoffer)
Focus : happiness < unhappiness
(2) Happiness : an agreeable sensation arising from contemplating the misery of another. (Ambrose
Bierce )

Focus : happiness < misery
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hard
Q : What is the difference between a teen-ager and a pillow?
A : The teen-ager is hard up ; the pillow is soft down.
NOTES :pillow OO0 0O0ODOhardup DO OO OOOO
Focus : hard < soft up = down
cf. downU OO OOOO

hardness
The hardness of the butter is in direct proportion to the softness of the bread roll.
NOTES : in direct proportion to... DO OO OO O Obreadroll 0O OO0 OO

Focus : hardness = softness

in
Q : What is the difference between a nail and a bad boxer?
A : One is knocked in, the other is knocked out.

Focus : (knocked) in < (knocked) out

injustice
Injustice is relatively easy to bear, what stings is justice. (H. L. Mencken)
NOTE:sting OO0 OO0

Focus : injustice < justice

instant
Every morning I get up and make instant coffee and I drink it so I'll have enough energy to make
regular coffee. (Steven Wright)

Focus : instant (coffee) < regular (coffee)

intelligence
What my friend lacks in intelligence he makes up for in stupidity.
NOTE : makeupfor OO 000

Focus : intelligence < stupidity

into
A profession is something you study for years to get into, then work for the rest of your life trying to
earn enough money to get out of.

Focus : get into < get out of
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justice
When having my portrait painted, I don’t want justice, I want mercy. (Billy Hughes)
Focus : justice = mercy
cf. do...justice ..000000000O0O0O0DOOO

large
Economy size : large in soap and small in automobiles

Focus : large < small

later

Men have a much better time of it than women: for one thing, they marry later; for another thing, they
die earlier. (H. L. Mencken)

NOTE : forone thing 0O OO0 OO00OODO

Focus : later = earlier

less
‘When buying a bikini, the less there is to speak of, the more there is to speak of.
NOTE :tospeakof DO OO DOODOOOO

Focus : less = more

lie

The funny thing about going to a psychiatrist is that you have to lie down to learn how to stand on your
two feet.

NOTE : psychiatrist 0 [0 O [

Focus : lie = stand

life
Life is near death experience.

Focus : life = death

lift

She wanted to have her face lifted but it proved impossible. So, for half the price, they lowered her
body.

NOTE:lift 0000000000000

Focus : lift = lower

local
The patient was so rich he wouldn’t accept a local anaesthetic [ he insisted on having a foreign one.
NOTE : local anaesthetic [0 0 0 00O

Focus : local < foreign
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long
Monty says speeches should be like women’s skirts. Long enough to cover the subject and short
enough to stimulate interest.

Focus : long < short

longer
I have made this letter longer than usual, only because I have not had time to make it shorter.

Focus : longer < shorter

lose

At his retirement ceremony the boss told him, “The way we see it, we are not so much losing a worker
as gaining a parking space.”

NOTE :notsomuch...as] .000000000O

Focus : lose < gain

loser
Have you ever noticed how the best acting at the Academy Awards ceremony is done by losers
congratulating the winners? (George Roberts )

Focus : losers < winners

marry
Women! First they marry you for your money... then they divorce you for it!

Focus : marry < divorce

matter

A society columnist asked Bernard Baruch, the financier and statesman, how he arrange to seat the
notables who attended his dinner parties.

“I don’t bother about who sits where,” Baruch replied. “Those who matter don’t mind, and those who
mind don’t matter,”

NOTES : society [0 O 0O O O financier [ 0 O O 0 notables U O O

Focus : matter = mind
cf. matter(v) OO0 OOOOOmind (v) OOO0O

meaningful
When a politician says a meeting was meaningful, it means that it was meaningless.

Focus : meaningful < meaningless
minor

Earth : a minor planet with major problems

Focus : minor < major
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monolgue
Two monologues do not make a dialogue.

Focus : monologue - dialogue

much
Breeding : concealing how much we think of ourselves and how little we think of the
other person. (Mark Twain)
NOTES :breedingd D0 OO0 0000000000
Focus : much - little
cf. think muchof... OO0 OOOOOthinklittleof ... OO0 OO
navy
One thing I don’t understand about those charity organizations. How come there’s no Salvation Navy?
NOTE : How come...? = Why...?
Focus : navy < army
cf. Salvation Army 0 0 0018650 000 000 William Booth DO DO OODOOOODOO
gooo

net
More and more these days I find myself pondering on how to reconcile my net income with my gross
habits. (John Nelson)
NOTES : ponderon... 0 000 0OOOOOOreconcile... withD ... D OOO0O[OO]OO0O
net 0 00O
Focus : net < gross
cf. grossUOOOO0O0O0 «netD 0000 O0OOOOO

nothing
I think gambling is a way to get nothing for something.
Focus : nothing < something
ctf. for.. OODO0O

old
The great comfort of turning forty-nine is the realisation that you are now too old to die young. (Paul
Dickson)
Focus : old - young
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out of
(1) A doctor’s nurse said to the doctor, “The man you just treated dropped dead as he was walking out
of the office.”
The doctor said, “Quick! Turn him around so it looks like he was walking in!”
Focus : out of < in
(2) God bless lawyers. If we didn’t have them, how would we ever get out of the trouble they got us
into?
NOTE:Godbless... DO DOOO0OOOOOOOOO
Focus : out of < into
cf. getoutof... DO O0O0OOOget...intod ..000OO0O0O0

outside
Outside of a dog, a book is a man’s best friend and inside a dog it’s too dark to read. (Groucho Marx)
NOTE : outside of... OO 0O 0O

Focus : outside < inside

over
“How do you like my hair? I spent a long time over it.”
“Really? I spend a long time under it.”
Focus : over = under
cf. over... 0000

positive
A woman wears a sweater to accentuate the positive and a girdle to eliminate the negative.
NOTES : accentuate... J 0 00O 00 Oeliminate ... OO0 000

Focus : positive < negative

premise
An error in the premise will appear in the conclusion.
NOTE : premise [ [J

Focus : premise < conclusion

private
Success always occurs in private, while failure happens in full public view.

Focus : private < public
privately

It’s illegal to make liquor privately, and to make water publicly.

Focus : privately < publicly
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push
The person with push doesn’t need pull.
Focus : push < pull
ct. push OO OO0O0OO0OOpull OOODOO

question
Telephone : what never asks questions but is often answered

Focus : question < answer

remember
The best way to remember your wife’s birthday is to forget it once.

Focus : remember ~ forget

rich
The rich man gives small tips because he doesn’t want anyone to know he’s rich, while the poor man
gives big tips because he doesn’t want anyone to know he’s poor.

Focus : rich - poor

right
(1) Correspondent : the right man in the wrong place
NOTE : correspondent [ [ [
Focus : right = wrong
(2) 'm all for women’s rights [J and for their lefts too. (Groucho Marx)
Focus : right < left
cf. rights OO

rise
The man who rises to the occasion should also know when to sit down.
NOTE :rise tothe occasion 1 0 OO O0OOOOOOOO
Focus : rise = sit down
cf. ise0000000O0OOOOO

same
Women are all the same : they all want to be different.

Focus : same - different
sharp

Many a meeting starts at 8 p.m. sharp and finishes at 10 p.m. dull.
Focus : sharp < dull
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shorten
How can you shorten a bed?
Don'’t sleep long in it.

Focus : short(en) < long

shorter
Skirt : what girls wear shorter to make guys look longer.
NOTE : guys 00O 0O

Focus : shorter < longer

shut
The husband who wants a happy marriage should learn to keep his mouth shut and his checkbook open.
NOTE : checkbook 000 00

Focus : shut = open

single
When a woman is looking for a husband she is either single or married.

Focus : single < married

slow
T've been told alcohol is a slow poison. I'm in no hurry. (Robert Benchley)

Focus : slow < hurry

something

In the business world an executive knows something about everything, a technician knows everything
about something [ and the switchboard operator knows everything. (Harold Coffin)

NOTE : switchboard operator U 00 J 00 [J

Focus : something < everything

sooner

Cosmetics : preparations used by young girls to make themselves older sooner and by their mothers to
look younger longer.

NOTE : cosmetics [0 [

Focus : sooner < longer; older < younger

speaking
There is no point in speaking unless you can improve on silence.
NOTE : there is no pointindoing D OO0 0OO0OO0O

Focus : speaking < silence
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spend
There is only one thing for a man to do who is married to a woman who enjoys spending money, and
that is to enjoy earning it.

Focus : spend < earn

stand
Candidate : one who stands for what he thinks the public will fall for.
NOTES: 00O
Focus : stand < fall
cf. stand for... DO OO O0OOfalfor.. DOO OO

stand up
Courage : the ability to stand up and speak and the ability to sit down and listen

Focus : stand up < sit down, speak < listen

start
The trouble with my car is the engine won'’t start and the payments won’t stop.

Focus : start < stop

stunning
What a wonderful wedding. The bride looked stunning and the groom looked stunned.
NOTE :stuming 0 OO0 000000000000
Focus : stunning < stunned0] O 0O 00 0)

stupid
If you think your boss is stupid, remember; you wouldn’t have a job if he was any smarter. (Albert
Grant )

Focus : stupid < smart(er)

take
(1) Perfectionist : a person who takes infinite pains J and usually gives them to everyone around him.
NOTE : perfectionist 00 O OO0 Opains JOOOOO
Focus : take < give
(2) I didn’t think much of the food at that restaurant. There were only two choices. Take it or leave it.

Focus : take = leave

talk
Parents spend the first three years of a child’s life trying to get it to talk, and the next 16 years trying to
get it to shut up.
Focus : talk < shut up
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tall
The cop asked if he could describe the missing treasurer.
“Yes, he’s six foot tall and $100,000 short.”
NOTE : treasurer 0 OO OO O0O0
Focus : tall - short
cf. short OO0

temporary
Temporary projects become permanent and permanent jobs become all too temporary.
NOTE:alltoo. .0 0O O0OO00ODOODO..O000

Focus : temporary < permanent

thin
Sure I have thin hair, but who wants fat hair?
Focus : thin < fat
cf. thin < thick

this

Land developers and conservationists have a lot in common. A land developer is someone who wants
to build a house in the mountains this year. A conservationist is someone who built a house in the
mountains last year.

NOTE : conservationist D 0 00000000

Focus : this (year) < last (year)

tough
Madam, there’s no such thing as a tough child if you boil them first for a few hours, they always
come out tender. (W. C. Fields)

Focus : tough < tender

true

Sign in dentist’s office :

Be True To Your Teeth

Or They’ll Be False To You.

Focus : true < false
cf. falseteeth 00 0 O

twice

Retirement means twice as much husband on half as much money.

Focus : twice = half
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uneasy
“What makes you so uneasy?”
“Easy payments.”
Focus : uneasy < easy

cf. easy payments [1 0 O [

unwanted
When I look back on my life, I think, hey, I haven’t done too badly. I started off as an unwanted child
and today I'm wanted by at least six police forces.
Focus : unwanted < wanted
cf. want (0) OO O OO0

up
The Devil challenged St Peter to a cricket match.
“Remember,” said St Peter, “we have all the good cricketers up here.”
“Yes,” said the Devil, “but we have all the umpires down here.”

Focus : up (here) <= down (here)

upper
“Do you want an upper or lower berth?”
“Well, what’s the difference?”
“An upper is lower and a lower is higher.”
“That’s clear 0 what other differences are there?”

“In the morning if you have an upper you have to get down and if you have a lower you have to get

up.
NOTE:berthO OO OO OOOO
Focus : upper < lower
cf. lower (fare) < higher (fare) getdown (U O 0) « getup (@ ODO)

vertically
Adult : one who has ceased to grow vertically but not horizontally.
Focus : vertically (O [0 00 ) < horizontally (I O O )
cf. 0O0O0OO0D0O0OO0O0ODOOOO0ODOOOODOOOO

way out
Opportunity is a good deal more conspicuous on the way out than on the way in.
NOTES : a good deal U 00 0 O O conspicuous [ O 0 0O 0 way out 0 [

Focus : way out = way in
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will
Where there’s a will, there’s a won’t.
Focus : will = won’t
cf. Where there is a will, there isaway. (0O 0O)DOODOOOOOODOOOOOOOO
oo

win
In Vegas, they’ll bet on anything. One casino was ready to let me bet on whether I'd win or lose there.
NOTE : Vegas = Las Vegas

Focus : win = lose

without
An income is what you can’t live without, or within.
Focus : without < within
cf. live within one’sincome 0000000000

worse

My friend’s on a bit of a downer. At the moment he feels bad when he feels good because he’s scared
he’ll feel worse when he feels better.

NOTES :onabitofadowner OO0 OOOOOO

Focus : worse < better, bad < good

wrong
Fine : a tax for doing wrong, as distinguished from a tax which is a fine for doing all right.
NOTES : fine ] U 00 O 0 as distinguished from... D0 0000

Focus : wrong < right

yes
I don’t know what to do. My heart says yes but my brain says no.

Focus : yes = no

yesterday
The coffee they serve is a special blend; some of yesterday’s with today’s.

Focus : yesterday < today

00o0oooo0o0D—000oooooooooooog
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