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Chao-bha Ritual of Red-head Taoist in North Taiwan

Koichi MATSUMOTO

Abstract

Chao-ba ritual (O O ) performed by Red-head Taoist (0 O O ) at Zhao-ming Miao (O O O ) in
Taibei City Song-shan Ward (O O O O 0 [0 ) aims at liberation of departed spirits from hell who cause

clients’ bad luck and illness, and giving them vegetarian foods and clothes, sending them to the celes-

tial world. And by performing this ritual clients’ bad luck will be improved and illness will be cured.

This ritual consists of becoming a believer to Tao, Taoist Canon, and Taoist Master, inviting Heavenly

Worthy who Rescues from Suffering (0 00 O O O 0), inviting five boys who guides departed spirits,

praying to Heavenly Worthy who Rescues from Suffering for rescuing departed spirits, declearing the

petitions and purposes of this ritual, inviting departed spirits from hell to sacred place at which this

ritual is performed, giving them clothes and sacred water, praying Three Pures (O ) and Heavenly

Worthy who Rescues from Suffering to relieve departed spirits and make them transcend, and giving

them sanctified foods. It’s aim is same as the aim of Da-cheng ritual (O O) performed Red-head

Priest (O O O O) in Tainan City (0 O 0O).
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