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De Gaulle’s ‘victoire du transistor’ of 1961 against Generals’ Putsch

Zenkichi MITSUISHI *

Abstract

The Algerian war (1954-62) was a grim, brutal war between the French Fourth-Fifth Republic
and the Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN). The Generals’ Putsch took place from 21 April
to 26 April 1961 at the final stage of the Algerian war. The military coup members, believed in ‘Al-

gérie Francaise' and strongly backed up by the European colonists, ware quickly broken by ‘one

simple, depressingly clever move' (F. Forsyth, “The Day of the Jackal’) of de Gaulle, utilizing the

transistor-radio and passive resistance. Finally the war led to Algeria achieving its independence

from France on July 3, 1962.

Key words: generals’ putsch, de Gaulle, victoire du transistor, FLN, passive resistance.
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