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Emerging Sea - Change of American Politics

Koki ASAKAWA  Sadao ONISHI

Abstract

We have seen a sea-change in American politics through the 1996 presdidential
election. In fact, both democrats and republicans made argument for small
government seriously, dealing with voters' reactions.

There are three schools in republican party for acheiving the small government,
called "the size-group". Senator Dole is in this group. The second school is called "the
ideology-group". This school argues for cutting the number of the government
agencies as well as the size-group. However, while the first school tries to abolish
large agencies such as Commerce and Education, the second school turns to small
agencies, including International Development Agency, Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency and so forth.

The last school is called "the process-group", in which presidential candidates,
such as Mr.Alexander and Mr.Forbes are. Most members of this group have no
political experience in Washington, emphasizing the political reform rather than the
reduction of government agencies. The reform includea term-limit, limit of
congressional sessions.

The democrats are in the same line of small government as the republicans. They
look for the effective government, regarding it necessary to reduce the government.

The argument of small government is not only in the political arena, but also is
reflected on the people's perception of government. Americal people are beginning to
distrust the government increasingly. Their distrust of government focuses on the

degree of knowledge of politics, sex and education.
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Peoples' enthusiasm for independent candidates is other sea-change we observed

in this year's preseidential election. In the American political history, the peoples' zeal

for independent candidates had been witnessed, but never long lived. Yet, this year's

enthusiasm has continued since 1992 when independent candidate Ross Pero got 19

percent of popular votes. The republican presidential primary of this year proves the

on-going enthusiasm for independent of non-political experienced candidates.

Expansion of republican strength in the south is also a sea-change observed in the

1996 election. In addition to republican strengh in the south, a decrease in moderates

and an increase in extremists in congress is other sea-change in American politics.

And these tendencies will be in the political arena in the foreseable future.

Key words: small government, independent candidate, election, moderate, extremist,

primary, distrust of government, sea-change,
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