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The Ancestor Worship Practiced among the Black Thai in Thailand

Nitaya ONOZAWA

Abstract

This paper is a part of findings from my field research conducted during the last
two years, on the kinship system of the Black Thai, in their oldest community in
central Thailand. The Black Thai were forcibly evacuated from the areas in present
Laos and Vietnam to Thai kingdom for over two hundred years. Their kinsfolk
relationship is still based on the firm belief and practice of ancestor worship. Their
social stratification derives from the difference of the clans' statuses. Their clan is a
patrilineal descent group comprised of lineages and sub-lineages. The lineage
exogamy is a rule. After marriage, woman changes her affiliation from her father's
clan and lineage to her husband's. In their cosmology of life and death, there are
concepts of kwan (an essence of life) and phii (spirits), but none of the Buddhistic
reincarnation. After death, the spirits live with their descendants forever in a special
room (kalor hong), as the household spirits (phii ruaen). Their names are recorded in
a book of spirits (pup phii). All sons are obliged to venerate ancestral spirits by doing a

regular feeding and an occasional feast.

Key words : Black Thai, patrilineal descent group, lineages, exogamy, book of spirits
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