00000000000000000057071000 19970

Jooooobooooooouuboooon

guooogouod

New Frameworks of Sealane Defense in the South China Sea

Takashi YAMAMOTO Koki ASAKAWA

Abstract

This paper analyzes and presents new frameworks of sealane defense in the South
China Sea using three methods. The security of navigation becomes more fragile
mainly due to conflicts of territorial claims in the South China Sea. First, the paper
examines naval and air force power in the region and compares the capacity of
maritime forces in the concerned parties, namely, ASEAN members, Australia, China,
Taiwan, South Korea, Japan, and the Pacific Fleet of the US Navy. Second, the paper
presents three frameworks: 1) trilateral defense cooperation among the US, Australia,
and Japan; 2) multilateral cooperation among Australia, ASEAN members, and Japan;
and 3) unilateral defense provision from Japan. Third, the paper introduces two
scenarios of threat in the Sough China Sea, pirating and offense by submarines, and
presents possible solutions.

As a conclusion, the most likely and most reliable security framework would be
the trilateral cooperation because Japan could not provide sufficient naval power
unilaterally. In addition, defense cooperation with ASEAN countries is desirable in
dealing with pirates. In a new framework of the sealane defense, Japan will be
expected to take more active roles.
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