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Two Small Peasant Uprisings at Shimoisehata Village in the Later 18 Century

Toshizumi YOSHIDA

Abstract

Recently, I discovered two small peasant uprisings at Shimoisehata village, that happened in 1752 and 1778. So, I will introduce
them in this study. These peasant uprisings were caused by heavy taxes for many years by Mito han. Moreover, the methods of
collection were severe, because Mito han held peasants hostages and sent them to prison. They also forced them to sell fields or their
wives and children, if they did not pay taxes. Thus, peasant families continued to decrease year by year, and between 1716 and 1778
their number decreased by 40%. Today, it seems that many of Japanese historians overlook the above facts, and fail to consider why
peasant uprisings happened, and how many occurred. Probably in the near future, historians will discover a lot of small peasant

uprisings and their informations in early modern Japan.
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