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Proliferation of Ballistic Missiles : Threat and Response

Shuichiro IWATA

Abstract

The national security interests of the United States and her allies are threatened
by the increase in numbers of ballistic missiles throughout the world, especially when
missiles are designed to be delivevery systems for weapons of mass destruction.
When the United States and Russia have been destroying strategic missiles, other
countries have been increasing the numbers of ballistic missiles. North Korea's
missile and nuclear programs have become the foremost proliferation concerns. Iran,
Iraq, Libya, Syria, India, Pakistan, and China also have ballistic missile programs.

Traditional national and multinational nonproliferation measures to prevent the
spread of missile technology is frequently presented as the key to addressing the
proliferation problem. Such measures include, for example, the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, and the 1987 Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR). These measures
may well have a valuable delaying effect on those countries incapable of indigenous
production. They cannot, however, solve the problem posed by dedicated proliferant
states. Therefore, much greater attention and efforts should be devoted to
counterproliferation measures, an essential element of which is ballistic missile
defense (BMD).

Japan faces direct and indirect threats posed by ballistic missiles of her
surrounding countries. The Japanese government has traditionally adopted a policy of
nonproliferation, refraining from resorting to military countermeasures such as missile
defense systems. In the security environment of the post-Cold War era, Japan might
need to have a more progressive counterproliferation policy. Some of proliferant states
are in Asia and the United States needs to have a more substantial security cooperation
from its allies.
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