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On “Budodenraiki”

Akio SASAKI

Abstract

Ihara Saikaku’s “Budodenraiki” is consisted of thirty-two short stories all concerning the deeds of worriors of the recent age : the
vendetta and others. In regard to theme all stories resemble but they distinctly differ from each other in many respect : the style, the
technique, the viewpoint and others. At first sight even the author’s thoughts seem to be various.

In this paper, I examined the first four stories of volume 1 and found that they are carefully put in this order by the author’s
intention to manipulate the reader’s interest.

In the first story “Shinteiohikubiwanoumi” the astonishing valour of four boys is described clearly. According to its somewhat
legendary and unfounded character readers do not judge its ethical meaning. We find the second story “Dokuyakuwahakoirinoinoti” a
very different tale from the first. It gives us an impression of even a long chronicle. By the roughness and fineness of description those
eleven pages can represent a very long lapse of time. There is painted a cruel act but we readers do not blame it for it was done by a
virtuous and valiant warrior. In the third story “Monomodoretoiuniwakashogatu”, an absurd and traditional deed of warriors is depicted
and its absurdity is shown clearly by contrast with a suicide of a concubine. When we readers recognize in the third story that there is
much absurdity in the warriors’ morals, we immediately look back to the previous two stories and the cruelty of the second story
becomes really inadmissible. We find even the value of valorous act of the first story somehow questionable. But in the fourth story,
the last of volume one, Saikaku shows and convinces us that in the morals and deeds of warriors there are some few undeniable human
virtues.
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