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U.S.-Japanese Response to Nuclear Disarmament and Nuclear Non-Proliferation

Shuichiro IWATA

Abstract

With the end of the Cold War, nuclear proliferation has emerged as a serious
challenge for global peace and regional stability. In May 1998, nuclear tests were
conducted by India and Pakistan. The Japanese Government took the situation
seriously and protested strongly against the two nations in South Asia. Japan, with her
economic power and diplomatic influence in Asia, has an opportunity to pursue a new
arms control policy.

Some progress has been witnessed in nuclear disarmament, but none of the
nuclear weapons states has shown willingness to forgo their nuclear weaponry. Nuclear
detterence remains a fact of life in the security community of the world. Furthermore,
new problems such as disposition of separated plutonium are bound to make nuclear
disarmament process more difficult and complicated.

Japan’s arms control policy is twofold. As the only country to have suffered atomic
bombing, Japan strictly upholds its non-nuclear policy and is making efforts to promote
nuclear disarmament. As a security partner, Japan is dependent on American nuclear
extended deterrence. It is becoming important that Japan has some balance between
these two positions. Enhanced levels of U.S.-Japan security cooperation will be critical
in the years ahead to prevent nuclear proliferation and purse nuclear disarmament.
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