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‘Who carried out the Hoei Reform in Mito han

Toshizumi YOSHIDA

Abstract

In the Genroku era, Mito han fell into a financial crisis because of its extravagant life style. Moreover the heir married the
shogunal adopted daughter and Mito han had to build a new mansion in Edo because of a fire. Thus, it needed a reform to rebuild
the finances in the next Hoei era.

In 1701, after the death of Mitsukuni, Mito han called in Yasuda Munesada and Simizu Kiyonobu, and began to carry out the
reform. Yasuda issued paper moneies in 1703. But in 1705, the bakuhu prohibited this throughout Japan, since the bakuhu made
new low level gold and silver coins. Thus Mito han also gave up issueing paper moneies. On the other hand, Shimizu carried out
steadily the reform of agricultural policies.

In 1706, Mito han called in Matsunami Kanjuro as reformer, and left the reform to him. The Hoei reform became very active.
He increased considerably the taxes from farmers and peasants, and used them to build a great canal that they could not hope to
complete. As a result, a great peasant uprising occurred. Therefor Mito han ended the reform. And Mito han blamed the problem
on Matsunami. Thus Mito han punished only a few subjects.

Also today, historians say that the Hoei reform was carried out only by Matsunami, nobody worked positivily on it in Mito han.
But this is a great gestion. If nobody assisted him, he could not have carried out the reform actively.

In this study, I prove that Hoei reform was carried out by Mito duke Tsunaeda and his close subjects, by analyzing Suifukeisan,
that is the records of the genealogies of all subjects of Mito han.
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