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The European Parliament Then and Now

Seiro KAWASAKI

Abstract

This monograph, prepared during my tour of duty in Strasbourg, France (1995

1997), is a personal, on-the-spot comparison between the European Parliament (EP),

the legislative organ of the European Communities (EC), around 1960 on the one
hand, and the EP of the European Union (EU) in the mid-1990's on the other.
About forty years ago, the EP was a parliament in all but name, and was made up

of 142 members from the national assemblies of the six founding States of the EC.
(The Assembly of the ECSC, which came into being in 1952, had only 78 members!)
Now the EP has 626 directly-elected members representing 15 European nations, and
is enjoying a growing amount of power and prestige. Weaknesses inherent in the EP

are also discussed.
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